
 
 
 

 

WISCONSIN FROG AND TOAD SURVEY (WFTS) -- Field Data Sheet Observer name(s): Run 1:  Route Number:  

IMPORTANT -- Please return at the end of the season to:    Year:  

Bureau of Endangered Resources  Run 2:  County:  

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources   
P.O. Box 7921  Run 3:  
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921    

 
 

 

Instru ons:cti  Use this voluntary form to record data at each of the 10 listening points along a WFTS route. Surveys are repeated 3 times during the breeding season according to the minimum water 
temperatures and ranges of dates given below for each survey run. Conduct surveys after dark when wind speed is less than 12 mph. Listen for 5 minutes at each site and record a call index value* of 

1, 2, or 3 for each species calling. See back of data sheet to obtain wind and sky codes and record additional comments. Return data sheet to above address by August 15th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* The call i dex is a rough estimate of the number of calling males of a particular species, according to the following index values: 
 1 = Individuals can be counted; there is space between calls (no overlapping of calls). 
 2 = Calls of individuals can be distinguished but there is some overlapping of calls. 
 3 = Full chorus. Calls are constant, continuous, and overlapping; individual calls cannot be distinguished. 

 
** The western and boreal chorus frogs are combined for WFTS calling surveys because their calls are nearly indistinguishable. 

DATE: DATE: DATE:

BEGIN: Time: Time: BEGIN: Time: Time: BEGIN: Time: Time:

Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky:
Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F):

END: END: END:

CALL INDEX* CALL INDEX*CALL INDEX*

SECOND RUN THIRD RUNFIRST RUN
Water Temp 60°F+; May 20 - June 5 Water Temp 70°F+; July 1-15Water Temp 50°F+; April 8-30
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SIT  NAMEE

1. 1. 1. 1.

2. 2. 2. 2.

3. 3. 3. 3.

4. 4. 4. 4.

5. 5. 5. 5.

6. 6. 6. 6.

7. 7. 7. 7.

8. 8. 8. 8.

9. 9. 9. 9.

10. 10. 10. 10.



 
 
 
 
 
 

Please provide names, addresses, and phone numbers of all observers Route Number:   
Place asterisk by name of cooperator who should receive materials next spring Year:   
  County:   

 Name:            
 Address:            
             
 Phone:            

 Email:            
      
 
Enter sky and wind codes on front of data sheet: 
 

 Wind Speed  Sky Code Sky Condition 
Wind Code (miles per hour) Indicators of Wind Speed 0 Clear or a few clouds 

0 less than 1 Smoke rises vertically 1 Partly cloudy or variable 
1 1-3 Wind direction shown by smoke drift 2 Cloudy (broken) or overcast 
2 4-7 Wind felt on face; leaves rustle 4 Fog 
3 8-12 Leaves and small twigs in constant motion; wind extends light flag 5 Drizzle 
4 13-18 Wind raises dust and loose paper; small branches moved 6 Showers 

  
 
Comments (difficulties, background noise levels, uncertain calls, habitat changes since previous run or previous year, etc.): 

Site

***IMPORTANT: Documentation required for all records of cricket frogs and any species outside known range -- see instructional materials for details*** 
 

 Run 1  Run 2  Run 3 

1         

2         

3         

4         

5         

6         

7         

8         

9         

10         
                  
Miscellaneous comments: 

 



SAMPLE 
 
 
 
 

 

WISCONSIN FROG AND TOAD SURVEY (WFTS) -- Field Data Sheet Observer name(s): Run 1: Jane Smith Route Number: 134 
IMPORTANT -- Please return by August 15th:    Year: 2006 
Bureau of Endangered Resources  Run 2: Jane Smith County: Dane 

  Joe SmithWisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
 Run 3:  Jane SmithP.O. Box 7921 

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921    
 

 

Instructions:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Use this voluntary form to record data at during the breeding season according to the minimum water  each of the 10 listening points along a WFTS route. Surveys are repeated 3 times 
temperatures and ranges of dates given below for each survey run. Conduct surveys after dark when wind speed is less than 12 mph. Listen for 5 minutes at each site and record a call index value* of 

1, 2, or 3 for each species calling. See back of data sheet to obtain wind and sky codes and record additional comments. Return data sheet to above address by August 15th. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* The ca ndex is a rough estimate of the number of calling males of a particular species, according to the following index values: 
 1 = Individuals can be counted; there is space between calls (no overlapping of calls). 
 2 = Calls of individuals can be distinguished but there is some overlapping of calls. 
 3 = Full chorus. Calls are constant, continuous, and overlapping; individual calls cannot be distinguished. 

 
** The western and boreal chorus frogs are combined for WFTS calling surveys because their calls are nearly indistinguishable. 

DATE: DATE: DATE:

BEGIN: Time: Time: BEGIN: Time: Time: BEGIN: Time: Time:

Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky: Wind: Sky:
Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F): Air Temp (°F):

SECOND RUN THIRD RUNFIRST RUN
Water Temp 60°F+; May 20 - June 5 Water Temp 70°F+; July 1-15Water Temp 50°F+; April 8-30

CALL INDEX*CALL INDEX*

END: END: END:

CALL INDEX*

 
 

0   1 1 2 1   2 1 1 2   0 1 4
60 53 61 56 88 72

     7-5-06

9:30 10:45 9:30 11:15

     6-2-06

8:15 10:00

     4-17-06
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SI E NAMET

1. 1. 1. 1.

2. 2. 2. 2.

3. 3. 3. 3.

4. 4. 4. 4.

5. 5. 5. 5.

6. 6. 6. 6.

7. 7. 7. 7.

8. 8. 8. 8.

9. 9. 9. 9.

10. 10. 10. 10.

Pine Lake 50 1 1 2 60 75 1 2

Hwy Y Pond - - -

Oak Rd Pond - - 72 1

Oak Rd Wetland 51 1 3 69 1 1 2 1 76 2

Silver Creek 53 1 2 61 1 75

Hwy P Wetland 60 1 2 3 1 1 66 1 1 1 3 2 80 1 2 1

Sunset Lake 55 2 2 65 1 1 71

Hwy SS Pond 60 2 61 1 2 -

Phillips Rd Pond - - 73 1 1

Adams Lake 51 2 2 2 62 1 2 2 74



                
10         

3       

SAMPLE
Ple
Place asterisk by name of cooperator who should receive materials next spring Year: 

ase provide names, addresses, and phone numbers of all observers Route Number: 134 
2006 

  County: Dane  

 Name:     Jane Smith * Joe Smith    
 Address:       101 S. Webster Street 101 S. Webster Street  
        Madison, WI Madison, WI  
 Phone:       608-555-1234 608-555-1234  

 Email:       Jane.Smith@unknown.com   
      
 
Enter sky and wind codes on front of data sheet: 
 

 Wind Speed  Sky Code Sky Condition 
Wind Code (miles per hour) Indicators of Wind Speed 0 Clear or a few clouds 

0 less than 1 Smoke rises vertically 1 Partly cloudy or variable 
1 1-3 Wind direction shown by smoke drift 2 Cloudy (broken) or overcast 
2 4-7 Wind felt on face; leaves rustle 4 Fog 
3 8-12 Leaves and small twigs in constant motion; wind extends light flag 5 Drizzle 
4 13-18 Wind raises dust and loose paper; small branches moved 6 Showers 

  
 
Comments (difficulties, background noise levels, uncertain calls, habitat changes since previous run or previous year, etc.): 
***IMPORTANT: Documentation required for all records of cricket frogs and any species outside known range -- see instructional materials for details*** 
 

Site Run 1  Run 2  Run 3 

1      

2       

 Surprisingly quite site tonight  

 Pond filled in for subdivision, no frogs calling Pond filled in for subdivision, no frogs calling Pond filled in for subdivision, no frogs calling

 Site dry, no frogs calling Site dry, no frogs calling

4         Heard barred owl in the distance

5         Creek appeared much muddier than usual

6       Very productive wetland, many species calling 

7         No standing water; site overrun by reed canary grass 

8         Traffic loud tonight Had to walk down highway to site due to construction

9       Site dry, no frogs calling Site dry, no frogs calling

Observed one sora and one water snake
  

Miscellaneous comments:  
 

Many thunderstorms throughout the afternoon of the third survey day. 




